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£ oo S30r than most medicines

prescribed every day. i mariuana
were 3 new discovery rather Han a
well-known substance carrying cullmral
and political bagoags, i would be
hailed as a3 wondesr drug, ”

-Lester Grinspoon, Harvard Medical School,
emeritus professor of psychiatry, coauthor of
Marijuana, the Forbidden Medicine

Serving the interests of
Montana Medical Marijuana Patients,
Safely & Legally
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January 21, 2008

TO: Members of the Montana House Human Services Committee
FROM: Edwin L. Stickney, M.D.
RE: HB 73

As a licensed Montana physician and past president of the Montana Medical Association, I write
to urge your strong support of HB 73. I recommend a “do pass” committee vote for this
proposal.

I wish I could attend your hearing to comment and answer questions in person, but my schedule
interferes. However, I want all committee members to know that I would welcome the
opportunity to talk with you about this should you wish to before taking action on HB 73. Please
feel free to call me at the phone number listed below.

As background, I want to emphasize first that in my experience there are patients suffering from
numerous conditions for whom medical marijuana can be the most helpful medicine available.
Indeed, for some medical conditions, it can be a serious mistake — and risk — if medical
marijuana is not used. This would include patients who suffer from Multiple Sclerosis,
glaucoma and arthritis, which scientific research has proven can be prevented from worsening
when marijuana is used. These are by no means the only examples, however. Patients who
suffer chronic severe pain, as another example, often can achieve better relief with far lower side
effects and risks, by using marijuana rather than prescription pain relievers. Indeed, I have
worked with such patients who have reduced or entirely eliminated their need for risky pain
relievers when using medical marijuana instead. These same principles can apply to a great
many patients who suffer from various forms of cancer, particularly those enduring
chemotherapy.

My reasons for urging support of HB 73 are simple.

HB 73 would greatly assist the many Montana patients who live in our more rural communities,
which, as we know, includes a sizeable portion of our state. Many of these patients receive their
ordinary continuing healthcare services from Nurse Practitioners (NPs) and Physician Assistants
(PAs), and live in areas that aren’t fully served by physicians. These NPs and PAs already have
the authority to prescribe prescription medications that are far riskier in all respects than is
medical marijuana.

Yet, under the current law, to receive consideration as prospective medical marijuana patients,
the patients in these rural communities must drive long distances — often hundreds of miles, at
considerable expense in time and money — to visit physicians who have never before even met




them. It makes much more medical and professional sense, and is more compassionate besides,
to allow these patients to work directly with the conveniently located NPs and PAs who have
been monitoring their conditions for years and who understand their medical needs best.

HB 73 also would allow those patients, for whom medical marijuana is appropriate and
beneficial, to register with the state health department for a longer period of time (three years) if,
in the judgment of their professional healthcare provider, their medical conditions are permanent
and/or terminal. Under current law, these patients must go through the state’s registration
process every year, involving extra paperwork and bureaucracy as well as extra expense to the
patients.

The registration fee of $50 annually may not seem a burden. But it is important to keep in mind
that a very large percentage of the patients who can benefit from Montana’s medical marijuana
program suffer from extremely severe and debilitating illnesses — and a great many subsist on
disability-level (or lower) incomes. HB 73s provision to allow longer registration periods for
such patients strikes me as a matter of common sense for all concerned.

Again, I strongly urge a favorable committee decision on HB 73 — and I would welcome the
opportunity to answer any questions you may have.

Edwin L. Stickney M.D.
1400 Poly Dr Apt 8BC
Billings, MT 59102-1795
406-896-1100

estickney2(@bresnan.net




